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Praamble
The memher States of the Council of Eureps and the other signatories hereto,

Recaliing the Convention for the #rotection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
(ETS No. 5, 1950} and its Protocols, the Eurppean Social Charter (ETS No. 35, 1961, revised
in 1996, ETS No. 163}, the Coundl of turope Convention on Actien against Trafficking in
Human Beings (CETS Na. 1587, 2005) and the Council of Europe Convention on the Pratection
of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (CETS MNo. 201, 2007

Recalling the following recommendations of the Commitiee of Ministers to member States
of the Council of Europe: Recommendation Rec{2002)5 on the protection of women against
violence, Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)17 on gender equality standards and mecha-
nisms, Recommendation UAM/Rec2010010 on the role of women and men in conflict preven-
tior and resolution and in peace building, and other relevant recammendations;

Taking account of the growing body of case law of the Zuropean Court of HMumar Righis

which sets important standards In the field of violence against women,

Having regard to the International Covenant or Civil and Political Rights (1966), the
international Covenant on Economic, Sodial and Cultural Rights (1866}, the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Diserimination Against Women (" CEDAW",
19791 and its Optional Protoco! £1998) as well as Ceneral Recommendation No. 19 of the
CEDAW Committee on violence against women, the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child {(1989) and its Cptional Protocols (2000) and the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2008);

Having regard to the Rome Statute of the international Criminai Court (2002);

Recalling the basic principles of international humanitarian law, and especially the Geneva
Convention {IV} relative 10 the Protection of Chdlian Fersons in Time of War (1949} and the

U

Additional Frotocols 1 ang N 11977 thereto;

Condemmning all forms of vinlence against wornen and domestic vicenae,

Recognising that the realisation of de jure and de faclo eguality betweer women and men is
2 key element in the prevention of viclence against women;

Recognising that violencs agains! women is 2 manifesiation of nistorically unequal sower
refations between women and men. which have lec to dormnation over, and discrimination
against, womer by men and fo the prevention of the full advancement of women;
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Recognising the structural nature of violence against women as gender-based viclence, and
that violence against womer is one of the crudal social mechanisms by which women are
forced into a subordinate position compared with men;

Recognising, with grave concern, that women and girls are often exposed to serious forms
of violence such as domestic violence, sexual harassment, rape, forced marriage, crimas com-
mitted in the name of so-called “honour” and genital mutilation, which constitute 2 serious
viotation of the human rights of women and girls and a major obstacle to the achievernent of

sguality between women and men;

Recognising the ongoing human rights violations during armed conflicts that affect the civihan
population, especially women in the form of widespread or systematic rape and sexual vialence
and the potential for increased gender-hased violence both during and after conflicts;

Recognising that women and girls are exposed to a higher risk of gender-based violence than
fealsta N

Recognising that domestic violence affects women disproportionately, ana that men may alse
be victims of domestic viclence;

Recognising that children are victims of domestic violence, including as witnesses o7 violence
irithe family;

Aspiting to create a Europe free from violence against women and domestic violence,

Have agreed as Tollows:

‘Chapter I~ Purposes, definitions, eguality and non~discrimination, general obligations

Article 1 - Parposes of the Convention

1 The purposes of this Convention are to:

a protectwomen against all forms of violence, and prevent, prosecute and eliminate vielence
against women and domestic violence;

b contribute to the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women and promote
substantive equality between women and men, including by empowering women;

¢ design a comprehensive framework, polictes and measures for the protection of and assist-
ance to all victims of violence against women and domestic vinlence,

¢ promote international co-operation with a view o eliminating violence against women
and domestic violence;

¢ provide support and assistance 1o organisatons and law enforcement agencies {o effec-
tively co-operate in order fc adopt an integrated approach to eliminating violence against
women and domestic violence.

ir order to ensure effeclive implernentation of its provisions by the Parties, this Convention

estaplishes a specific monftering mechanism.

~d
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Articte 2 — Scope of the Convention

1 This Convention shall apply to all forms of violence against wamen, ncluding domestic
viotence, which affects women disproportionately,

2 Parbes are encouraged to apply this Convention to alt vichms of domestic vinlerce. Parbies
shall pay particular attention to wornen viclims of gender-based violence in implementing the
provisions of this Convention,

2z This Convention shall apply in times of paace and in situations of armed conflict,

Article 3 - Definitions

#0r the purpose of this Convention:

a  “violence against women” is understood as & viotation of human rights and a form of
discrimination against women and shall mean ali acks of gender-based viclence that resy®
in, or are likely to result in, physical, sexual, psychologicai or economic harm or suffering
to women, including threats of such acls, coerdion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty,
whether oceuring in public or in private life;

b “domestic violence” shall mean alf acis of physical, sexual, psychological or acanomic
violence that accur within the Tarnily or domestic unit or between former or current spouses
or pattners, whether or not the perpetrator shares or has shared the same residence with
the victim; :

*gender” shall mean the sodially constructed rolas, behaviours, activities and attributes
that a given society considers appropriate for women and men;

4 “gender-based violence against woman” shall mean violence that is directed against a
woman because she is a woman ar that affects women disproportionatety;

"victim" shall mean any natural person who is subject to the conduct specified in points a
and by

£ “women” includes girls under the age of 18,

Articie 4 ~ Fundamental rights, equality and non-discrimination
1 Parties shall take the necessary legislative and other measures to promote and protect the nght

for everyone, particularly wormen, to live free from violence in both the public and the private

sphere.
2 Parties condamn all forms of discrimination againsl women and take, withoat delay, the
ecessary legisiative and other measures to prevent it, in particular by:

— embodving in their national consiitutions or other appropriate legislation the principle of
equaiily between women and men and ensuring the practical reafisation of this prinople;
prohibiting discrimination zgainst women, including through the use of sanclions, where
approqriate;

~  aholishing laws and practices whuch discriminate aganst women,
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2 The wmplemeniation of the provisions of this Convention by the Parties, In parbeular measures
to protect tne rights of victims, shall be sscured without disgrimination on any ground such as
sex, gender, race, colour, language, religion, polipcal or other opimon, nattonal or sotial origin,
assouiation with a2 national minority, property, birth, sexual arientation, gender identity, age,
state of health, disablity, manial status, migrant or refugee status, o other statys.

4 Specid measures that are nscemamy fo peovent and protect women hom gender-based
viglence shall not be considersd disarimination under the terms of this Convention.

Artitle 5 - State obiigations amd due diligenze

1 Parlies shall refrain from engaging in any act of viclence against women and ensure that State
authorities, officials, agents, institutions and other actors acting on behalf of the State act
ronformity with this obligation.

7 Parties shall take the necassary logislative and other measures to exercise due dilizence 1o pre-
vent, investigate, purish ar provide reparation for acts of violence covered by the scope of
this Convention that are parpetrated by non-State actors.

Article 6 — Gander-sensitive polinies

Parties shall urderiake 10 ndiude 2 gender perspective in the implementation and evaluation
of the tmpact of the provigions of this Convention and to promote &nd effectively implement
policies of equality betwaen women angd men and the empowerment of women,

Chapter 1 - Integrated policies and data collection

Article 7 - Comprehensive and co-ordinated policies

1 Parties shiakl take the necessary legisiative and oiber measwes o adopt and mplement State-
wide effective, comprehensive ang co-ordinated policies encompassing all refevant measures
o prevent and combat alf forms of violence covered by the scope of this Convention and offer
# holistic response 1o viclense against women.

7 Parties shall ensure that policies referred o navagranh 1 place the sizhis of the vickum 2t
Y g grap b g

the centre of all measures and arg impiemented by way of effective co-operation among all

refevant agencees, institutions and organizations,

3 Measures taken pursuant o this arlicle shall mvelve, where appropriate, all refevant actors,
sugh as govermnment agencias, the maliong, regional and focel padiaments and authosifies,
national human rights nstitufions and ovil society organisations.

Article 8 - Finanial resoursss

Parbies shall allacate appropriate finargal anc numan resourees for the adequats implemen-
tabon of integrated poficies, measwres and programmes 1o prevent and combal all forms
of viokence covered by the scope of this Convention, including those cawvied cut by non-
poverrenental orgamsabions ang ond sociely.
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Article 9~ Mon-governmental organisations and oivil socisty

Parties shall recagnise, ehcourage and suppart, at all fevels, the work of relevant non-
governmental orgarssations and of owil sociely active in combaling vicience agamst women
and esiablish effective co-operatinn with these organisations.

Articie 10 - Co-ordinafing body

4 Parttes shalt designate or establish one or more official bodies responsibie for the co-odinabon,
irnptementation, monitoring and evajuation of policies and measuras to prevent and combal
all forms of violence covered by this Convention, These bodies shall co-ordinate the collection
of data as referred to in Article 11, analyse and disseranate fis results.

2 Parties shall ensure that the bodies designated or established pursuant to this artich: receive
information ¢f 2 general nature on measures taken pursuant to Chapter VL

3 Parties shall ensure that the bodies designated or established pursuant to thiz article shall
have the capacity to communicate directly and fostes relations with their counterparts in other
Parties,

Article 11 - Data collection and research
1 For the purpose of the implermentation of this Convention, Parties shall undertake to

a collect disaggregated relevant statistical data at ragular intervals on cases of ali forms of
vinlence ¢overed Dy the scope of this Convention;

b suppart research n the fietd of all farms o viclence covered by the scope of this Convention
in order tp study its rood causes and effects, incidences and conviction rates, as well as the
efficacy of measuresitaken to implement this Convention, :

2 Parties shall endeavour to conduct population-based surveys at regular intervals to assess the
prevalence of and trends in alf forms of viclence tovered by the scope of this Convention,

3 Parties shall provide the group of experts, as referred w© in Article 66 of this Convention,
with the information collected pursuant to this article in ordar to stimulate international co-
operation and enabie international benchmarking.

4 Parties shall ensure that the information collected pursuant to this arfice is available to the ‘
priblic.

Chaprer Il — Prevention

Asticle 12 - General obligations

1 Parties shall take the necessary meaasures to promote changes in the social and cultural pat-
tems of behaviour of women and men with 2 view to eradicating prejudices, customs, tradi-
tions and ail other praciices which are based on the idea of the infenority of wornen or on
stereotyped rotes for women and mes.

_ 45 —
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2 Parlies shall take the necessary legislative and other measures to prevent all forms of wiolence
covered by the scope of this Convention by any natural o legal person.

3 Any measwes taken pursuant o this chapter snail take into account and addres: the spacific
needs 0f persons magde vulnerable by particular crcumstances and shall place the human rights
of alt victirns at thew centre.

4 Farties shall take the necessary measures {o encourage all members of setiety, especally men
and boys, tocontribute actively to preventing alf forms of violence covered by the scope of this
Convention.

& Paroes shall ensure thal ctture, cusiom, religion, tradition or so-called "honour” shall not be
considered as justification for any acts of violence coverad by the scope of this Convention.

& Parties shall take the necessary measwres fo promote programmes and activities for the
emmpowerment of women,

Article 13— Awareness-raising

—

Parties shall promate or conduct, on & regular basis and at all levels, awargness-raising cam-
paigns O programmes, including in co-operation with natwnal human rights institutions and
equality bodiss, civil suciety and non-governmental organisations, especially women's organi-
sations, where appropriate, 10 increase awareness and understanding among the general
public of the different manfiestations of all forms of violence covered by the scops of this
Convention, thew conseguentes on children and the need to prevent such vidlence.

2 Parties shall ensure the wide dissemination among the general public of information on meas-
ures available to prevent acts of vicience covered by the scope of this Convention,

Article 14 — Education

1 Parties shall take, where appropriate, the necessary steps to include teaching matedal on issues
such as equality between women and men, non-stereotyped gender roles, mutual respect,
non-violent cortlict resolution in interpersonal refationships, gender-based wiclence against
women and the right to personal integrity, adapted to the esvolving capacity of learners, in
formal curricula and at alt levels of education.

Parties shall take the necessary steps to promote the principles referrad to in paragraph 1 in
informal educaiiona: facifities. as well as in sports, coltura! and Isisure Tacilities and the media.

[

Arttcle 15 ~ Training of professionals

1 Parties shall provide or strengthen appropriate training for the relevant professionals dealing
with victims or perpetrators of all asts of violence covered by the scope of this Convention, on
the prevention and detection of such viclence, eguality between worern: and men, the needs
and rights of victirms, as well as on how to prevent secondary vichmisation,
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.}

Partigs shall encourage that the training referred to in paragraph 1 includes training on co-
ordinate mull-agency co-pperabon to allow o1 & comprehensive and appropriate nandling
of referrals in cases of violence covered by the scepe of this Convention,

Articie 16 ~ Preventive intervention and treatment programmes

1 Parties shall {ake the neceszary legislative or other measuras 1o sel up or suppart programmes
aimed at tsaching perpetrators of domestic violence {o adopt non-wislent behaviour in
interpersonal relationships with a view to preventing further violence and changing wiolent
behavioural patterns,

2 Parties shall take the necessary fegisiative or other measuras to sel up or support treatment
programmes aimed at preventing perpetrators, in particular sex offenders, from re-offending.

3 in taking the measures reforred to in paragraphs 7 and 2, Parties shall ensure that the safety
af, support for and the human rights of victims are of primary concern and that, where apprs-
priate, these programmes are set up and implemenied in dlose co-ordination with speciaiist
support services for victims.

Articie 17 - Participation of the private sector and the media

4 Parties shall encolrage the private sector, the information and communication technology
sector and the madia, with due respect for freedom of exprassion and their independance,
to parficipate in the efaborabion and impiementation of policies and to set guidslines and
seff-regudatory standards 1o prevent violence agalnst women and to enhance respest for therr
dignity.

2 Farties stall develop and promote, in co-operation with private sector actors, skills among
children, parents and educators on how o deal with the information and commumications
envivonment thal provides access to degrading content of a sexual or viglent nature which
might be harreful,

-

Chapter IV - Protection and sapport

Articie 1B — General obligations

1 Parties shall take the necessary lagislalive or other measures {o protect all victims from any
further acts of violence.

Parpes shall take the necessary legisiative o other measwes, i accordance with internal
law, to ensure that there are appropriate mechanisms 1o provide for effective co-opsration
between all relevant state agendies, including the judiciary, public prosecutors, law enforce-
ment agencies, hocal and regional avthorities as well as non-govermmental organisgdions and
other refevant organisations and entities, in protecting and supporting victims and witnesses of
aft forms of violence covered by the scope of this Convention, including by referning 1o general
and specialist support services as detaled in Articles 20 and 22 of this Convention.

ta
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3 Parties shall ansure that measures taken pursuant to this chaptee shall:
- be based on g gendered understanding of violence against women and domestic violence
and shal focus on the human rights and safety of the victim;

~  be based on an ntegrated approach which takes into accouni the relationship between
victhms, perpetrators, children and thelr wider social enmironment;
-~ @im af avoiding secondary vichimisation,
—  aim at the empowermnent and sronomc independence of women victims of violence;
- allow, where appropriate, for 4 range of protection and support services to be located on
the same promises
- address the specific needs of vuinerable persons, including child victims, and be made
svaliable to them,
4 The provision of services shall not depend on the victim's willingness to press charges or testify
agaist any parpeirator.
5 Parties shall take the appropriate measures to provide consular and other protaction and sup-
por 1o their nationals and other victims entitled %o such protection s accordance with thely
obligations under international faw.

Article 19 — Information

Parties shall take the necessary legistative or other measures to ensure that victims receive
adequate and timely information on available support services and legal measures in a lan-
guage they understand.

Article 20 - General support services

1 Parties shall take the necessary legisiative or other measures to ensure thal vicims have actes .
1o services facifitating their recovelry from violence, These measures should include, when
necessary, senvices such as legal and psychological counseliing, financial assistance, housing,
education, fralming and assistance i finding employment.

Parties shall fake the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that victims have access

to health care and social services and that services are adequately resourced and professionals
are trained o assist victims and refer Bem to the appropriate seraces.

Tk

Article 24 — Assistance in indbvidual/collective complaints
Parties shalt ensure that victims have information on and access to applicable regional and

international indiwgual/collective complaints mechanisms. Parties shall promote the provision
of sengitive and knowledgeable assistance to victims in presenting any such complaints.

Asticie 22 — Speclalist support services

4 Parfies shall take the necessary jegislative or other measures to provide ot arrange for, in
an adeguale geographical distribution, immediate, short- and long-term specialist support
servicer 10 any vicm subjecied io any of the acls of violence covered by the scope of this
Convention.
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2 Partigs shall provide or arrange for specialist women's support services to alt women victims of
vistence and their children,

Articte 23 ~ Sheltars

Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measwres 10 provide for the satting-un of
appropriate, easily accessible chelfers in sufficient numbers to provide safe accommindation for
and to reach oul pro-actively to victims, gspecially women and their childrer.

Articte 24 — Telephone hetplines

Parties shali take the necessary legislative or other measures to set up state-wide round-the-
clock (2477} felephone helpiines free of charge to provide advice to callers, confidentialiy ar
with due regard for their anonymity, in refation to aff forms of violence covered by the scope
of this Convention.

Articie 25 — Support for viclims of sexual viclente

Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to provide for the setting up of
appropriate, easdly accessible rape crisis or sexusl viclence referral ceniras for victims in suf-
ficient numbers to provide for medical and forensic examination, traurna support and zounsel-
ling tor victims.

Article 26 - Protection and support for child witnesses

1 Parties shall take the necessary fegistative or other measures to ensure that in the provision
of protection and support services to victims, dug account is taken of the rights and needs of
chitd witnesses of all forms of violence covered by the scope of this Convention.

2 easuies taken pursuant to this article shall include age-appropriate psychosodial counselling
for child witnasses of all forms of violence coverad by the scope of this Convention and sl

give due regard to the best interests of the child,

Article 27 — Reporting

Parties shall take the necessary measures to encourage any parson withess to the commission
of acts of violence coverad by the scope of this Convention or who has reasonable grounds to
befieve that such an act may be committed, or that further acts of violence are to be expected,
to report this to the competent organisations or authosities.

Article 28 — Reporting by professionals

Parties shall take the necessary measures o ensure that the confidentiality rules imposed by
internal law ors cerlain professionals do not constitute an obstacle to the possibility, under
appropriate conditions, of their reporting to the competent organisations or authorities ii they
have reasonabis grounds 1o believe that 3 serious act of vidlence covered by the scope of this
Convention. has been committed and further serious acts of violence are {c be expected.
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Chapter V - Substanrive law

Article 29 — Civil lawsuits and remedies

t Parbies shall take the necessary legislabve or other measures o provide victims with adequate
civit remedies against the perpetrator.,

2 Parbies shall take the necessary legisiative or sther measures to prowide victims, in arcordance
with the general principles of internaticnal law, with adequate civil remedies against State
authorities that have failed in their duty to take the necessary preventive of proteciive measures
within the scope of thelr powers,

Articie 30— Compensation

t Parties shall take the nacessary legislative or other measures to ensure that viciims have the
right to daim compensation from perpetrators for any of the offences established in accord-
ance with this Canvention.

2 Adeguate State compensation shall be awarded io those who have sustained serious bodily
injury or impairment o health, to the extent that the damage is not covered by other sources
such as the perpelrator, Insurance or State-funded health and sogial provisions. This does not
preciude Parties from claiming regress for compensation awarded from the perpetrator, as
long as due regard is paid o the vicim's safety.

Measures taken pursuant to paragraph 2 shall ensure the granting of compensation within a
reasonable time.

sl

Article 31— Custody, visitation rights and safety

1 Pariies shall take the necessary legislative or ather measures to ensure that, in the determination
of custody and visitation rights of children, incidents of viglence covered by the scope of this
Convention are taken into actount.

L]

Farbies shall take the necessary legisiative or other measures to ensure that the exercise of any
visitation or custody rights does not jeapardise the rights and safsty of the victim or children.

Article 32 - Civil consequences of forced marriages

Parties shall take the necessary fegislative or other mazasures to ensure that marrieges concluded
under force may be voidable, annutled or dissolved without undue financial or administrative
burden placed on the victim,

Asticle 32 ~ Peychological viclence

Parties shall take the necessary legistative or other measures to ensure that the intentional
condduct of seriously impalring & person’s psychoiogical integrity through coercion or threats
s craminalised.

Article 34 - Stalking

Parties shall take the necessary iepisiative or other measures 1o ensure that the infentiona)
conduct of repeatedly engaging in threatening conduct direcied at another person, SRUSING
her or e 1o fear for ber or his safety, is criminalised.
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Article 35 - Physical violence

Parties shah iake the necessary fegslative o offer measurss 1o ensure that the imtenbonal
conduct of committing acts of physicat violence against another persan is cniminalised.

article 38~ Sexual viclence, including rape
1 Parties shail take the nacessary fegislative or other measures to ensure that the following inten-
fional conducts are criminalised:
a engaging in non-consensual vaginal, anal or oral penetration of a sexual nature of the
body of anothey person with any badily part or object;
b engaging in other non-corsensual acts of 4 sexual nature with & persor;
¢ causing another person to engage in non-consensual acts of a sexual nature with a third
Persor.
2 Conseat must be given voluntarily as the result of the person’s frag will assessed in the context
of the surrounding circumstances.
3 Parties shall take the necessary legistative or other measures to ensure that the provisions of
paragraph 1 also apply to acts commitied against former of current spouses oF partnes a3
ecognised by internal law.

Article 37 - Forced marriage

1 Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the intentional
ronduct of forcing an adult or 2 child to enter into 2 marriage is criminalised.

7 Parties shafl take the necessary legislative os other measures to ensure that the irfentional coty
duct of luring an adult or & child to the territary of a Party or State othér than the one she or he
resides in with the purpose of forcing this aduit or child to enter into a marriage Is criminalised,

Article 38 - Female genita! mutilation

Parfies shall take the necessary legislative or other measures 1 ensurg that the following inten-

tional conducts are criminaiised:

s excising, infibulating or performing any other mutiiation to the whole or any part of a
woman's abia maors, dia minora or clitons;

b CogITing Of pr-bc:unng a woman o undergo any of the adds listed in point g

inciting, cosrcing or procuring a git to underga any of the acts fisted i point 2.

Ee3

Article 39 ~ Forced abortion and forced sterilisation

Parties shall take the necessary iegisiative or other measures to ensurs that the following inten-
tional condueis are criminalised:

2 performing an abortion on & woman without her prios and informed consent,
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b perforrung surgery which has the purpose or effect of terminating a woman's capacity
o naturally reproduce withow! her prior and informed conserti or understanding of the
procedure.

Atticle 40— Sexual harassment

Partiss shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that any form of
unwanted verbal, non-verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature with the purpose or effect
of violating the dignity of a persor, in particular when creating an intimidabing, hostile, degrad-
ing, humiliating or offensive environment, 15 subjact to crimingl of other legal sanction.

Atticte 41— Aiding or abetting and attempt

+  Parties shall take ihe necessary legisiative or other measures $o establish as an offence, when
committed intentionally, aiding or abetting the commission of the nffences established tn
accordance with Articles 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 384 and 39 of this Convention,

> Parties shall take the necessary lzgislative or other measures o establish as offences, when
commitied intentionally, attempis to commit the offences established in accordance with
Articles 35, 36, 37, 38.z ana 22 of this Conventian.

Article 42 - Unacceptable justifications for crimes, including ctimes commitied inthe name
of so-calied "honour”

1 Parties shall take the necessary legisiative or other measuras tc ensure that, in criminal procesd-
ings intiated following the commission of any of the acts of violence covered by the scope of
this Convention, cultura, custom, religion, tradition or so-called “honour” shali not be regarded
as ustification for such acts. This covers, in parbicular, claims that the victim has transgressed
culiural, religious, social or traditional norms or customs of approepriate behaviour -

2 Parties shall take the necessary legislative ur other measures to ensure that incitement by any
person of a child to commit any of the acts referred to in paragraph 1 shall not diminish the
crirninal hiability of that person for the acts committed.

Article 43 - Application of criminal offences

The offences establishad in accordarce with this Convention shall apply irrespective of the
nature of the relationship bebween vichim and perpetrator,

Article 44 - lurisdiction

1 Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures 1o establish jurisdiciion over any
offence established ir accordance with this Convention, when the offence is commitied:

a inthew territory; or

b on board & ship fiying ther flag; or

¢ on boad an atrcralt registeced under thelr laws, or

d by one of their nationais; or

by a parson who has her o his habitual residence in thel terdiory.

]
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Parties shall endeavour 1o take the necessary legulative or other measures to oslabhai wns.
dichon aver any offence estabiished w atcordance with this Convention where the offence
committed against ang of ther natiwnals oc & person who Bagz hay or b habitua! residence in
their Tervitory.

(23

3 Forthe prosecution of the offences establshed v accordance willh Articles 36, 37, 38 and 3%
ot this Convention, Parties shall take the necessary legistative or other measures o ensive that
their jurisdiztion i3 not subordinated to the condition that the acts are criminainsed in the terr-
tory where they ware committed,

2 For the prosecution of the offences established it accardancs with Artizies 36. 37, 38 and 39
of this Convention, Parties shall taks the necessary legislative or olher measures i ensure that
their jurisdiction as regards points d and ¢ of paragraph 1 15 not subordinated to the condition
that the orosecution can only be initiated following the reporting by the victim of the offence
or the laying of information by the State of the place where the oflence was commitied.

5 Parties shali take the necessary legisiative or other measures to establish jurisdiction over the
affances established in accordance with this Conventdion, i cases winegre an alieged perpeirator
is present on their tarritory and they do not extradite her ot him to anothar Party, solely on the
basis of her or his nabonality.

& When more than one Party claims jurisdiction over an alleged offance esiabhshed in accord-
ance with this Convention, the Parfizs invoived snall, where appropriate, consult 2ach other
with a view to determining the most appropriate jurisdiction for prosecution.

7 Without prejudice to the general rules of internabona! law, this Convention does not exclude
any criminal jurisdiction exarcised by a Party in accordance with its infernal law.

Article 45 — Sanctions and measures

+  Parties shall take the necassary legisiative or other measures 0 ensure that the offencas esiab-
iished in accordance with this Convention are punishable Dy effechive, proportionate and dis-
suasive sanctions, jaking into account their seripusnsss. These sanctions shall include, where
appropriate. sentences involving the deprivation of liberly which can give nise 10 extradilion.

2 Parties may adopt other measures in ralation to perpetrators, such as;
-~ monitaring or supervision of convicted persons;
—  withdrawal of parental rights, If the best interssts of the child, which rmay include the
satety of the vichim, cannot be guarantesd in any other way.

Article 45 -~ Aggravating circumsiances

Parties shall take the nacessary izgislative or other measures to ensure that the following

crcumstances, insofar as they do notf already Tore part of the constituent elements of the

affence, may, in conformity with the relevant provisions of internal law, be taker into consid-
eration as aggravating circumstances in the determmation of the sentence m relation to the
offerces established in aczordance with this Convention:

a  the offznce was commitied against 2 Tormer o curtanl spouUse OF PAFinet as recognised by
witernal faw, by a mamber of the farmily, a parsen cohabiung with the victim o a perion
kaving abused her or his authonty;

b the offence, or related offences. werg commitied repeatadiy,

the offence was committed against & person made vulnerable by particalar circumstances:
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¢ the offence waz commitied against or i the presence of a ehild;

¢ the offence was commitied by two or more peonle aching together:

t  the offence was preceded or accompanied by extrems levels of wintence;

g the offence was commitied with: the use or threat of a weapon;

ko the offence resulted in severe physical or psychologicat harm for the victing,

i the perpetrator had previously been convicted of offences of a similar nature.

Article 47 - Sentences passed by another Party

Parties shall take the netessary legislative or other measures to provide for the possibility of
taking intw account tinal sentences passed by anctner Party in relation io the offences sstab.
lished in accordance with this Convention when determining the sentenca.

Article 48 ~ Prohibition of mandatory alternative dispute resolution processes or sentencing

1 Partieg shall ake the necegsary lagislative or other measures to prohibit mandatory alternative
dispute resolution processes, including mediation and congiliation, in relation to all forms of
viplence coverad by the scope of this Convention.

2 Parties shal take the necessary legislative or other measures 1o ensure that i the payment of
a fme s ordered, due account shall be taken of the ability of the perpetrator to assume his or
her financial obligations towards the victim.

Chapter Vi - Investigation, prosecution, procedural law and protective measures

Articte 49 — General obligations

1 Parties shall take the necessary legistative or other measures to ensure that investigations and
judicial proceedings in relation to all forms of violence covered by the scope of this Caonvention
are carried oul without undue delay while taking into consideration the rights of the victim
during all stages of the criminal proceadings.

2 Parties shall take the necessary legisiative or other measures, in conformity with the funda-
mental principies of human rights and having regard to the gendered understanding of
violence, to easure the effective investigation and proseculion of offences estabiished in
accordance with this Convention. ' '

Adicle 50 — immediate response, prevention and protection

1 Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the responsible taw
enforcement agencies respond to all forms of vicience covered by the scope of this Convention
promptly and appropriately by oifering adequate and immediate proiection to victims.

2 Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures (o ensure that the respansible law
enforcement sgencies engage prompliy and appropriately in the prevention and protection
against all forms of vioience covered by the scope of this Convention, mcluding the employ-
ment of preventive operational megsures and the collection of evidente,
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Arficle 51 - Risk assessment angd risk management

1 Parties shall take the necassary legislative or otner measures to ensore that an assessmen’ of
the iethalily risk, the sencusness of the situation and the risk of repeated widtence « camied oul
by all relevant authorities in order to manage the nsk and if necessary o provide co-ordinated
safety and support. ’

2 Parbes shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the z2ssessment
referred 0 in paragraph 1 dudy takes into account, at all stages of the investigation and apph-
cation of protective measures, the fact that perpetrators of acts of violence covered by the
scope of this Convention possess o have access o firearms.

Article 52 -~ Emergency barring orders

Parties shall take the necessary iegislalive or other measures to ensure that the competent
authorities are granted the power to order, in situations of immediate dangsr, a perpetrator of
domestic violence to vacale the residence of the viclim of person at risk for a sufficient period
of time and to prohibit the perpetrator from entering the residence of or contacting the victim
or person at fisk, Measures taken pursuant to this article shal! give priorty to the safety of

vicbims or persons at risk.

Articie 53 — Restraining or protection orders

1 Parlies shall take the necassary fegisiative or other measures to ensure thatl appropriate restrain-
ing or protection orders ars available to victims of ail forms of violence cavered by the scope of
this Convention,

2 Parties shall take the necessary lagislative or other measures to ensure that the restraining or
protection orders referred 1o in paragraph 1 are: )
— avaltable for immediate protection and without undue financial or administrative burdens

placed on the vichim;

~ lIssued for a specified period or until modified or discharged;
—~  where nitessary, I55UeG on an ex garie basis wiich has immediate effect;
— available irrespactive of, or in addition to, other legal proceedings;
- aliowed to be mitroduced in subsequent legal proceedings,

3 Parties shall take the necessary legisiative ar other measures to ensure that breaches of restrain-
ing ov protection orders issued pursuant to paragraph 1 shall be subject o effertive, propor-
tionate and dissuasive criminal or other legal sanctions,

Article 54 — Investigations and evidence

Parties shalt take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that, in any ovil or
criminal proceedings, evidence relating o the sexual history and conduct of the victim shall be
permitted only wher i is relevant and necessary.

Article 55 — Ex parte and ex afficio proceedings

Parties shall ansure that mvestigations into or prosecution of ofienzes established in accord-
ance with Articles 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of this Convention shali not be wholly dependant
upon & report or complairyt filed by a vichm ¥ the offence was commitad in whole or iz part
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on i terriiary, and that the proceedings may continue even if the victin withdraws her or his
staternand or complant,

2 Parties shall lake the necessary legisiative or other measures o ensude, in accorgance with the
conditions provided for by thelr internal iaw, the possibility for governmental and non
gevernmental ocganisations and domestic viclence counseliors [0 assist and/or support victims,
at then request, during Investigations and judicial proceadings conceming the oHences estabe
Iished in accordance with this Convention.

Articke 56 - Measures of protection

1 Farties shail take the necessary legislative or other mizasures to protect the rights and intaresty
of victims, including their special needs as witnesses, at all stages of investigations and judicial
proceedings, in particalsr by
a providing for thelr protection, as well as that of their families and witnssses, from intimida-

fion, retaliation and repeal vickimisation;
b ensuringthatvictims are informed, at leastin cases where the victims and the family might be
iy dpnva when the perpetrator escapes or is released temporarily or definjfively;

¢ informing them, under the conditions provided for by internal law, of thelr rights and
the services at their disposal and the follow-up glven to their complaint, the chames the
general progress of the investigation or procsedings, and their role therein, 25 wel as the
outcome of thelr case,

¢ enabling viclims, in 2 manngr consistent with the procedural rules of internal law, to be
heard, fo supply evidence and have their views, needs and concerns presented, directly or
through an intermediary, and considerad;

e previding victims with approprate support services so that their rights and inferests are
duly presented and taken into accouni;

f ensuring that measures may be adopted to protect the privacy and the image of the

viciim,

ensuring that contact between victims and perpetrators within court and law enforcernent

agency premises 15 avoided where possibie;

h o providing victims with independent and competent interpreters when victims are parties to

procesdings or when they are supplying evidence,

enabling wichims to testify, according Yo the rules provided by their internal faw, in the

courtroom without being present or af least withow! the presence of the aft eged perpefra.

tor, notably through the e of appropriate communication fechnologies, where avallabie.

A child vicim and child withess of violence against women and domestic viclence shafl he
afforded, where appropriate, special protection measures taking into accourt the besi interests
of the child,

e

Artiche 57 — Legal aid
Parlies shall prowide Tor the right to tegal assisiance and (o free lagal aig for victim: under the
conditions provided by thew internal law.
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Asticle 58 - Staltute of Hmitation

Parties shall take the necessary legisfative and other measures to ensure thal the statute of
limitation for initialing any legal proceedings with regard 10 the offences established in accord-
ance with Articles 36, 37, 38 and 39 of tnis Convention, shall continue for a period of time that
is sufficient and commensurate with the gravity of the offenice in quastion, o allow for the
efficient inftiation of proceedings after the victim has reached the age of majority,

Chapter VII - Migration and asylum

Article 59 — Residence status

1 Parties shalf take the necessiry legidiative or other measures 1o ensure that victims whaose resi-
dence status depends on that of the spouse or partner as recognised by internal law, in the
event of the dissolution of the marriage or the relationship, are granted in the event of particy-
larty difficult circumstances, upon application, an autonomous residence permit irrespective of
the duration of the marriage or the relationship. The conditions relating to the granting and
duration of the autonomous residence permit are established by internal law.

Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ansure that vichims may obtain
the suspension of exptllsion proceedings initlated in relation to & residence status dependznt
on that of the spouse or partner as racogrised by internal law to enable them o apply Tor an
altonomous residence permit,

14

Parties shall issue a renewable residence permit to victims in one of the two following situa-
figns, orin both;

2 whers the competent authority considers that their stay is necessary owing to their personal

- situahion; : .

b where the competent authority considers that their stay s necessary for the purpose of

thel co-operation with the competent authorities in investigation or crimina! procesdings.

Lxd

a Pasties sha fake the necessary legslative or other measures to ensure that victims of forced
marriage brought into another country for the purpose of the marriage and who, as a resull,
have lost their residence status in the couniry where they habltually reside, may regain this
status.

Article 60 — Gender-based asylum claims

1 Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measuwres to ensure that gender-based
victence againsi women may be recognised as a form of persecution within the meaning of
Article 1. & (2), of the 1251 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and as a forr of
serious harm giving rise to complementary/subsidiary protechion

2 Parties shall ensure that a gender-sensitive interpretation is given o each of the Convention

grounds and that where it is esiablished that the persecution feareg ¢ for one or more of

these grounds, applicants shall be granted refugee status according to the applicable refevant
instruments.

Parties shafl take the necessary legislative or other measures to develop gender-sensitive

reception procedures and support services for asvium-seekers as wall as gender guigelines and

1
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gender-sensitive asylum procedures, including refuger staius determination and application
far international protection.

Article 61 - Non-refoulement

1 Parties shali take the necessary legislative or other measures to respect the principie of non-
refouiement in accordarnice with existing obligations under international iaw.

2 Parbies shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that victims of vielence
against women who are in need of protection, regardiess of their status or residence. shall nos
be returned under any circumstances to any country where their life would be at risk or where
they might be subjected to torture or inhuman or aegrading treatment or punishment,

Chapter VI - International co-operation

Article 62 - General principies

1 Parties shall co-operate with each other, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention,
and through the application of refevant international and regional instrumeants on co-operation
in civil and criminal matters, arrangements agreed on the basis of uniform or reciprocal legisla-
tion and internal laws, to the widest extent possibie, for the purpose of:

a  preventing, combating and prosecuting all forms of violence covered by the scope of this
Convention;

b proteciing and providing assistance to victims,

investigations or proceedings concerning the offences establishedin accordance with this

Convention;

d  enforcing refevant civil and criminal judgments issued by the judicial authorities of Parties,
including protection orders.

2 Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that victims of an offence
estabiished in accordance with this Convention and committed in the territory of a Party other
than the one where they reside may make a complaint before the competent authoritics of

their State of residence.

3 If a Parly that makes mutual legal assistance in criminal matiers, extradition or enforcement
of civil or criminal judgments imposed by another Party to this Convention conditonal on the
exisience of a treaty receives & request for such legal co-operation from a Party with which
it has not concluded such a treaty, it may consider this Convention io be the legal basis for
mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, extradition or enforcement of civil or criminal judg-
ments imposed by the other Party in respect of the oftences established in accordance with this
Convention.

4 Parties shall endeavour 1o integrate, where appiopnate, the prevention and the fight against
violence against women and domestic violence in assisiance programmes for deveiopment
provided for the benefit of third States, including by entering inta bilateral and muitilatesal
agreements with third States with 2 view to lacilitating the protection of victims in accordance
with Article 18, paragraph 5.
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Arlicie 63 - Measures relafing to persons at risk

When a Party, on the basis of the information at its disposal, has reasonable grounds {o batieve
that a person 1 al immediate nisk of being sulyected to any of the acts of viclence refersd 1o
m Asticles 36, 37, 38 and 39 of this Convention on the territory of another Party, the Party that
has the information s encouraged to transmil it without delay to the latter for the purpose of
ensuring thal appropriate protection measures are taken, Where apphicabie, this information
shatt include details on existing profection provisions for the benefit of the person al sisk.

Article 64 — Information

1 The requested Party shall promptly inform the requesting Party of the final result of the action
taken under this chapter. The requested Party shall also promptly inform the requesting Party
of any circumstances which render impossible the carrying out of the action sought or are
tikely 1o delay it significantly.

A Party may, within the limits of its intarnal law, without prior raquest, forward to another
Party information obtained within the framework of its own investigations when it considers
that the disclosure of such information might assist the receiving Party in preventing criminal
offences established in accordance with this Convention ar in inftiating of carrying put investi-
gations or procesdings conceming such criminal offences or that it might lead to a requast for
co-aperation by that Party under this chapter.

| X

3 A Party receiving any information in accordance with paragraph 2 shall submit such informa-
iion 1o its competent authorifies in ordey that procesdings may be taken i they are considered
appropriate, or that this information may be taken into account in relevarst civi! and crirvinal
pracesdings. .

Article 65 ~ Data Protection

Personal data shall be stored and used pursuant to the obligations undertaken by the Parties
ungier the Convention for the Protection of individuals with regard to Auiomatic Processing of
Personal Dafa {E75 Ne. 108},

Chapter IX - Monitoring mechanism

Article 66 — Group of experts on action against violence against wemen and domestic
vinience

1 The Group of experts on achion against violence against women and domeshis wiolence {here-
inarte referved 1o as "GREVIO") shalt monttor the implementation of this Convention by the
Hartms,

2 GREVIO shall be composed of 3 minimum of 10 members and 2 maximum of 15 membaers,
taking into account & gender and geagraphical balance, as well 22 multidisciplinary expertise.
its members shail be elected by the Committee of the Parhies from among candidates nominatad
by the Parties for a term of ofice of four years, renewable once, and chosen from among
nationals of the Parties.
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The mnitial election of 10 members shall be heid within a perad of one year following the entry
into farce of this Conveniion The election of five additionai members shall be held following
the 25th ralification or accession.

Lt

4 The election of the members of GREVIO shall be hased on the following principies:
a2 they shall be chosen according to @ transparent procedure from among persons of high
moral character, known for their recognised competence i the helds of human rights,
gendet equality, violence against wamen and domestic violence, or assistance e and pro-
tection of victims, or having demonstrated professional experience in the areas coverad by
this Convention,
b no two members of GREVIO may be nationals of the same State;

¢ they should represent the main iegal systams;
§ they should represent refevant actors and agencies in the field of violence against women
and domestic violence:
e they shall sit in their individual capacity and shall be independent and impartial in the exer-
cise ot their functions, and shall be available to carry out their duties in an effeciive manner.
5 The election procedure of the members of GREVIO shall be determined by the Commitiee of

Ministars of the Council of Furope, afier consulting with and obtaining the unanimous consent
of the Partiss, within & period of six months folowing the entry info force of this Convention.

GREVIO shall adopi its own rules of procedure.

o

v phembers of GREVIQ, and other members of delegations carrying out the country visis as sat
forth in Article 68, paragraphs ¢ and 14, shall 2njoy the privileges and immunities established
ir the appendix to this Convention

. Article 67 — Commitiee of the Parties

1 The Commiltes of the Parlies shall be composed of the representalives of the Farbies to the
Convention

2 The Committee of the Parties shall be convened by the Secretary General of the Council of
Turope. 1ts first meeting shall be held within a period of one year following the entry info force

of this Convention in order to elect the members of GREVIO. 1 shall subseguently meet when-
ever one third of the Parties, the President of the Committee of the Farties or the Secretary

General so requests.

3 The Committee of the Parties shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

Article 68 - Procedure

Parties shall submit to the Secretary General of the Councll of Europe, based on a guestion-
naire preparedt by GREVIO, a report on legislative and other measures giving effect to the
provisions of this Convention, for consideration by GREVIO.

-

7 GREVIO shall congsider the report submitted in accordance with paragraph 1 with the repre-

sertatives of the Party concerned.
3 Subsequent evaluation procedures shall be divided into rounds, the lergth of wrich is deter-

mined by GREVIO. At the beginning of each round OREVIO shall select the specitic provisions
on which the evaluation pracedure shall be based and send out a questionnaire.
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4 GREVIO shall defire the appropriale means 10 carry out this monitormg procedure, 1t may
in particular adopt & questionnaire for gach evaluation round, which shal serve @ 2 basis
for the evaluation procedure of the implementation by the Farites. This gquestionnaire shall
be addressed to all Parties. Parties shall respond 1o this guestionnalre, 8s well 5 ta any other
request of informatior from GREVIO

5 GREVIQ may receive information on the implefmentaiion of the Convention from nor-
governmenial organisations and civit society, as well as from national institutions for the pro-
tection of human nghts.

& GREVIO ¢hal! tale due consideration of the existing information: avaiiabie from other regional
and international instrumeants and bodies in areas falting within the scope of this Convention,

7 When adnpling a questionnaire for each evaluation sound, GREVIC shall ake due consider-
ation of the existing data collection and reseatch in the Parties as raferred to in Article 11 of

this Convantion,

8 GREVIO may receive information o the implementation of the Convention from the Councll
of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, the Parliamentary Assembly and relevant special-
ised hodies of the Councll of Europe, as well as those established under other international
instruments Complaints presenied to these bodies and their outcome will be made availabie
to GREVIO,

5 GREVIO may subsidiariy organise, in co-aperation with the national authorities and with the
assistance of independent national experts, country visits, if the information gained i insuf-
ficient or in cases provided for in paragraph 14. During these visits, GREVIQ may be assisted
by speriaiists in specific fields.

10 GREVIQ shall grepare 2 draft report containing its analysis concerning the impiementation of
the provisions on which the evaluation fs basad, a5 well as its suggestions and proposals con-
cerming the way in which the Party concerned may deal with the problems which have beert
identitied. The draft raport shall be tramsmitted for comments o the Party which undergoes
the evaluation. its comments shall be taken into account by GREVIO when adopting its report,

11 O the basis of alt the information recetved and the comments by the Parties, GREVIO shali
adopt its report and conclusions concerning the measures taken by the Party concerned fo
implement the provisions of this Canvention. This report and the conclusions shall be sent
i the Party concemed and to the Commitiee of the Parties. The report and conclusions of
GREVICO shalt be made public as from thelr adoplion, together with eventual commeants by the
Party concerned.

12" Without preiudice to the proteduwe of paragraphs 110 8, the Commiltes of the Parties may
adopt, on the basis of the report and conclusions of GREVIO, recommendations addressed to
this Party {2) conceming the measures to be taken to implement the conciusions of GREVIQ,
it necessary setfing 2 date for submitting information on their implementation, and (b} aiming
at promoting co-operation with that Party for the proper implementation of this Convention.

i GREVIO receives refiable information indicating a situation where problems reguirg immedi-
ate attention to prevent or kmit the scale or number of sedous violations of the Convention, it
may request the urgent submission of a special report concerning measures taken [0 prevent
a serious, massive ar parsisient patiem of violence zgainst women,

ey
Rad




2-7-2013 GazzeTTA UFFICIALE DELLA REPUBBLICA ITALIANA Serie generale - n. 153

14 Taking inte account the information subrmittec by the Party concerned, as well g5 any othes
refiable information available to 1, GREVIO may designate one or more of its members to
conduct anmquity and 1o report urgently to GREVIO. Where warranied and with the consent
of the Party. the inquiry may mchutie 2 visit to its territory.

15 Aher examining the findings of the inquiry referred to i paragraph 14, GREVIO shall ransmi
these findings to the Party concerned and, where appropriate, to the Committee of the Parties
and the Commitiee of Ministers of the Councl of Europe together with any comments and
recommendabions.

Article 69 — Ganeral recommendations

GREVIO may adopt, where appropriate, generad recommendations on the implementation of
this Convention.

Articie 70 — Parliamentary involvement in monitoring

1 National parliaments shall be invited to participate in the monitoring of the measuras taken for
the implementation of this Convention.,

2 Parties shall submit the reports of CREVIO 1o their national parflaments.

3 The Pariamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe shall be invited to regularly take stock of
the implementation of this Conventior.

Chapter X - Relationship with other international instruments

© Articie 71 ~ Relationship with other international instruments

1 This Convention shall not affect obligations arising from other international instruments to
which Parties to this Convention are Parties or shall become Parties and which contain provi-
sions on matters governed by this Convention.

2 The Parties to this Convention may conclude bilatera! or multilateral agreements with one
another on the matters dealt with in this Convention, for purposes of supplementing or
strengthening its provisions or Tacililaiing the application of the principles ermbodied in i,

Chapter XI - Amendments to the Convention

Asticle 72 - Amendments

1 Any proposal for an amendment to this Convention presented by & Party shalt be communis
cated to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe and forwarded by her or himn to the
member Siatec of the Coundl of Burope, any signatory. any Party, the turopean Union, any
Sate invited 1o sign this Convention in accorgance with the provisions of Antide 75, ang any
State invited te accede to this Canvention in accordance with the provisions of Article 76.
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The Commiltee of Ministers nf the Counci! of Surape shall conzder the proposed amend-
ment and, after naving consufted the Parties to this Convention that are not member: of the
Counct of Evrope, may adopt the amendment by the mapnty provided for n Arlide 20.d of
the Statute of the Council of Eurape

The text of any amendment adopted by the Committes of Ministers in accordance with para-
graph 2 shall be forwarded to the Parties for acceptance,

Any amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 2 shall entar into force on the fiest
day of the month following the expiration of 2 penied of ong month after the date on which:
all Parties have informed the Seerstary General of they acceplance.

Chapter K1l - Final clauses

[}

Article 73 -~ FHectt of this Convention

The provigions of this Convention shall not prejudice the provisions of internal law and binding
infernational instruments which are already in force or may come into force, under which more
favourabie rights are or would be accorded fo persons in preveniing and combating vialence
against women and domestic violence.

Article 74 - Dispute settlement

The Parties to any dispute which may arise concerning the application or inferpretation of the
provisions ¢f this Convention shall first seek to resolve it by means of nagatistion, conciiiation,
arbitration or by any other methods of peacefu! setflement accepied by mutual agreement .
between them, : : '

The Committes of Ministers of the Counedl of Burope may establish orocedures of settlement
to be avaitabie Tor use by the Parties in dispute it they should so agree,

Articie 75 - Signature and entry into force

This Convention shall be open for signature by the member States of the Councit of Europe,
the nign-member States which have parlicipated in its elaporation and the European Union.

Thiz Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. Insiruments of ratification,
acceptance of approval shalt be deposited with the Secietary General of the Councll of Europe,

R

This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the exair-
ation of a periot of three months after the date on which 10 signatones. 1acluding at least
gight member States of the Council of Surope, have expressed thewr consent to be bound by
the Convention in acencdance with the provisions of paragraph 2.

in respact of any State referred 10 in paragraph 1 or the Zuropean Union, which subseguently
gxpresses {ts consent to be bound by it the Convention shall enter into force on the first day
of the month following the expiration of a period of three months afier the date of the deposit
of its instrument of ratification, acceplance or aporoval
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Article 76 - Accessian to the Convention

1 After the entry into force of thie Convention, the Commities of Mimsters of the Coundii of
Europe may, after consutiation of the Parbes to this Convention and obuaning ther unanimous
consent, Invite any non-member State of the Cowoncil of Europe, which fhas not participated
m the elaboration of the Convention, to accede to this Convention by a decision taken by the
majority provided for in Article 20.0 of the Statute of the Council of Europe, and by unanimous
vote of the represeniatives of the Parlies enfitled 1o sit on the Committes of Airusters,

2 inrespect of any acceding State, the Convention shiall enter into force on the Tirst day of the
month following the expranon of 2 penod of threg months after the date of depusit of the
instrurent of accession with the Secretary General of the Coundil of Surope.

Article 77 — Territorial application

1 Apy State or the furopean Union may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, spacify the territory or tertitories to
wiich this Convention shail apply.

' 2 Any Party may. at any later date, by & declaration addressed 1o the Secretary General of the
Councit of Europe, extend the appiication of this Convention to any other terdiory specified
i The declaration and for whose intemnalional relations ii is responsibie or on whose behalf it
is authorised ¢ give underiakings. tn respect of such ferritory, the Convention shall enter into
force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a perioo of three months after
the date of raceipt of such decfaration by the Secretary General,

3 Any declaration made under the fwo preceding paragraphs may, i respect of any terrl
tory specified in such declaration, be withdrawn by a notification addressed 1o the Secratary
General of the Council of Europe. The withdrawal shall become effective on the first day of the
meonth following the expiration of 2 penod of three months after the gate of receipt of such
notification by the Secratary General.

Articie 78 -~ Reservations

4 No reservation may be macde in respect of any provision of this Convention, with the excep-
tions provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3.

Any State or the European Union may, at the time of signature or when depositing 15 instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, by a declaration acdressed to the
Secreiary General of the Coundil of Europe, declare that it reserves the right not to apply or to
apply only in specific cases or conditions the provisions laid down in:

[

- Agticte 30, paragraph 2;

- Aducle 44 oavagraphs T e 3 and 4;

~  Asticle 55, paragraph 16 respect of Articie 35 regarding minor offences;
-~ Article 58 in respect of Ardicles 37, 38 and 39,

~  Article

LI
e

3 Any State or the Eurapean Unior may. ai the time of signature or when depositing s instru-
ment of ratificgtion, acceplance, approval or accession, by a declaration addressed to the
Secretary General of the Counal of Lurope, declare that it reserves the nght to provide
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for non-cnminal sanctons, mstead of criminal sanciions, for the behaviour: referred to =
Articles 33 anet 34

4 Any Party may wholly or partly withdraw a reservation by means of a declarabion addressed
10 the Secretary General of the Council of Europs, This daclaration shall betome effeciive as
from its date of receipl by the Secretary General.

Article 79 — Validity and review of reservations

1 Reservations referred o in Article 78, paragraphs 2 and 3, shall be valid for a period of
five yaars from the day of the entry into force of this Convention in respect of the Party con-
cerned. However, such resenations may be renewed for periads of the same duration.

fighteen months before the date of expiry of the reservation, the Secretadatl Generaf of
the Council of Europe shall give notice of that expiry to the Party concerned. No fater than
three months before the expiry, the Party shall notify the Secretary General that it is uphoid-
ing, amending or withdrawing ifs reservation. in the absence of a nofification by the Party
concerned, the Secretariat General shall inform that Party that its reservation is considered to
have been extended automatically for 2 peried of six months. Failure by the Party concerned
to notify its intention to uphold or modify its reservation befare the expiry o that period shali
cause the reservation o lapse.

[

3 i a Party makes a reservation in conformily with Articie 78, paragraphs 2 and 3, it shall pro-
vide, before its renewal or upon request, an explanation to GREVIC, on the grounds justifying
its continuance.

Article B0 - Denunsiation

1 Any Party may, at any time, denounce this Convention by means of a nolification addressed
to the Secretary General of the Coundil of Europe. :

2 Suck denunciation shall become effective on the first day of the month foliowing the expir-
ation of a period of three months zfter the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary
General.

Lrticte 81 - Notification

The Secretary General of the Council of Turope shall notify the member States of the Council
of Europe, the nan-member States which have participated in its elaboration. any signatory,
any Party, the European Union, and any State invited to accede to this Convention of:

a any signate,
b the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession;

any date of entry into forge of this Convention in accordance with Articles 75 and 76,
¥

¢ any amendment adopisd in accordance with Article 72 and the date on winch such an
amendment eniers into force;

e any resgrvation and withdrawa! of reservation made in pursuance of Article 78;

: any denunciation made i pursuance of the provisions of Article B,

g any other act, notification or communication relating to this Convention,
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I witness whereot the undersigned, being
duty authorised thereto, have signed this
Converntion,

Done at fstanbul, tms 11th day of

May 2037, in English and in French,
both fexts being squally authentic, in a
single copy winch shall be deposiied in
the archives of the Councit of Europe,
The Secretary General of the Countll of
Furope shall transmit ceriifieg coples 1o
gach member State of the Counct of
Europe, to the non-member States which
have participated in the elaboration of
this Convention, to the Furopean Union
and to any State irwited 1o accede to this
Convention.

tn for de quol, Jes soussignés, dament
autorises & cet etfel, ont signé la présente
Convention.

Fait & Istanbul, & 11 mai 2071, an fran-
gais et en anglais, les deux textes faisamt
gpalement foi. en un seul exemptare qui
sera déposé dans ies archives du Consell de
PRurppe. Le Secrétaire Génsral du Conseil
de I'Europe en communiguera topie certi-
fige conforme & chacun des Etats membres
du Lonseil de 'Europe, aux Etats non
mermbres ayant partivipé & élaboration
de la présente Converhon, 2 I'Union suro-
péenne ef 2 toud Blat wwilé & adhérer d fa
présente Convention.

Serie generale - n. 153
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Appendix — Privileges and immuonities (Artcle 66)
5 This appendix shall appiy Lo the merbers of SREVIQ menuoned i Arbcie 66 0f the Convenoon,
a5 well as to other members of the country visit delegations For the purpose of this appendix,
_the temm “othsr members of the country visil gstegations” shall mclude the independant
national experts and the spaciaiists mentioned i Articke 68, pavagraph 9, of the Convenbon,
staff mermbers of the Councdl! of Surope and nterpreters emplayed by the Council of Europe
accompanying GREVIQ during its country visits. '

7 The members of GREVID and the other members of the country visit delegations shall, while
exercising their functions relating to the preparation and the carmang out of country wsits, a3
well as the follow-up thereto, and travelling in connection with those funchons, enjoy the fol-
fowing privileges and immurshes:

2 immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of thew personat baggage,
and immunity from legal process of evary kind in respect of words spoken or written and
afl acts perforrned by them in their official capacity;

n  exemplion from any restrictions on their freedom of movement on exit from and returmn to
their country of residence, and entry inde and exit from the country in which they exercise
thair functions. and frorn alien registration in the country which they are vistting or through
which they are passing in the exercise of their functions.

in the course of journeys undertaken in the exescise of thelr functions, the members of GREVID
and the other members of the country visit delegations shall, in the matier of customs ang
exchange control, be accorded the samie {acilities as those accorded to representatives of Tor-
sign governments on temporary official duty.

W

4 The documents relating 1o the evaluation of the implamentation of the Comvention carried by
members of GREVIO and other members of the country visii delegations shall be inviclable
rinseofar as they conzers the activity of GREVIO. No stoppage or censorship shall be appiied {o
the official comespondence of GREVIO or o official communications of members of GREVIO
and other members of the country visit delegations.

5 in order to secure for the members of GREVIO and the other members of the country visit
delegations complete freedom of speech and complete independence i the discharge of their
guties, the immunity from legal process in respert of words spoken or written and all acts done
by them in discharging their duties shall continue to be accorded, notwithstanding that the
persons concemed are no longer engaged in the discharge of such duties.

6 Privileges and immunities are granted to the persons mentioned in paragraph 1 of this appen-
dix in order to safeguard the independeni exertise of their functions in the interests of OREVIO
and not for their personal benetit. The waiver of imimunities of the persons mentioned
paragraph 1 of this appendix shal' be made by the Secretary General of the Councl! of Europe
in any case where, in his or her opinion, the immunity would impeds the course of justice and
where # can be waived withoul prejudice o the interests or GREVIG,
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Certified & frue copy of the sole onginal
document, i Enginh and in French, depoi-
ited 1n the archives of the Councl of

Zurops.

Strasbourg,

The Director of Legal Advice
and Pubiic International Law {urisconsult)
of the Councet of Europe,

Cons. Leg. S¥

Cuopte certmés confarme & exemplare
original wnigue en langues fanass e
angiaise, déposs dartn et archives du
Consey de Pourope

Le Dwrecteur du Consedl Jurdigue =t
du Droit International Public Qurisconsutes)

du Consed! de PEurops,

ORDINE DEL MINISTRO

gtano Sofima




